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Retention of Assassination Weapons 




The question has been raised whether Texas 
law provides any procedure for the forfeiture to 
the state of the rifle and revolver involved in the 
assassination of President Kennedy, whereby the 
State of Texas could forfeit the weapons and subse- 
quently turn then over to the Federal Government, 
Research of the applicable Texas statutes disclosed 
that no such forfeiture possibilities exist, 

A Texas statute. Article Penal Code, 

Vernon’s Annotated Statutes, provides that there 
shall be no forfaittjre in any criminal case of prop- 
erty belonging to one convicted of a crime. There 
are provisions made under Texas law for forfeiture 
of motor vehicles used in transpojrting vdiiskey on 
which the state tax has not been paid, however, fire- 
arras are not covered in a similar manner. Also, there 
has been provision made for the disposition of seized 
property where no claim has been made for its return. 
Article 332 (a), C,C.P,, Vernon’s Annotated Statutes 
provides that such seized property which has not been 
claimed by the owner or returned to the rightful per- 
son by reason of a court order is to be turned over to 
the state purchasing agent or the sheriff for purposes 
of sale. In addition, two Texas decisions held the 
forfeiture provision of an old Act (6512 Paschal's 
Digest), providing for forfeiture of the weapons of a 
person convicted of unlawful carrying of deadly weapons, 
was unconstitutional and a nullity. See Jennings v. 
State , 5 Cr, R. 298 and Hudebaagh v. Texas , 3 ^ Tex. 535. 
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Unless notified to the contrary by you, the 
Griffiinal Division will act as requested by the Civil 
Division to obtain the forfeiture of these weapons 
by operation of the Federal statutes administered by 
the Depa^ment of the Treasury, 
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INiar Stnator Javits; 


This refsTS td your request for isforAstioa rof:arll£$ 
subiject of a co«AU&icatiea seat to joo on June 2$, 
l$6>S« tx Frederick B. Sekvebel of SckeMCtady. 


^r, Sekwebei uttdookteOix ref era to the ease of 
tint r. Nicholas doE. Cetzenbaeh, Attorney Ceaeral of Tl;¥ “ 
ssiteu sl atol7 ^ ii : s: ’ g Tc ^s^CoI£^^ ci^^ 

M4y7i7rTl5i&57 In this solt, the ^laiiktlff claists to hare 
purchased froa Nrs. Marias K. Osvsld, video of too Harvey 
Oswald, tho title to. and ail ri|kcs sad interest in, both 
the rifle used la the asssssis&tion of Frestdeat Kennedy and 
tlio pistol larolrod la tho doatli of Officer Tlpplt of the 
Dailas foXico. I^iaintiff is seeking s voclsraiioa of his 
ovaership sad so order reqoiriag tho Atteraoy Genersi to 
surrender those firosras toi hie. 


Those woapofiiS were doiiverod to the Attorney Cenerai 
by the President's Coaaltsioa oa the asssssinatien of 
Prosldent Aonnody. together with assy ocher itetss used as 
eoidence Ip the Cesnaisslca* s ijrocesdlag. Co coocludirti: its 
inquiry, tho Cottaissloa receawendod thst the firearms in 
questloo slid seoy other iteas be preserred for historical 
purpesos* Accerdlagly, the Attorney v^coeral requested Caosress 
to euact icgislaticn which would authuriso 'tiiu to ccnue&m any 
orldertlary objects which he believed should be f reserved. 

The Attorney Geaersl's request resulted in s bill (U.R. 
9S4S) which has been introduced in the House sad is presently 
pendiat before Subcoftaitteo ho. 4 of the itouso dudiciary 
Cocalttee. the bill vss sabaitted to the Senate Judiciary 
Coi^^ittso on June 17, ISdS. 
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TBIf bill would «»^ow«r tKo kttotn^f €c«eTftI to 
dofigBOto th« Itoot of evidonco to bo coodoi&BOd. Titlo to 
t^o Iteco so doslgostod vould iosodiotolf vest la the United 
Ststes by eaiaoBt deosla, ofid ofty fortoos elololn$ title or 
laterest io tbo iteos cottld fllo oolt la tbo Coast of Cleioe 
for jsst coB|)efisatioa. 

As yea ro^aosted, yoar ooclosaro is sotaraod with tkia 
Sottor. Flosso lot oo laow If you wish sny farther laferta* 
ttOB o« this osttes. 

SI ace rely yours » 

A/. 

Jom ¥, DOUGLAS 

Asftstftat Attoraey Coaoral 
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^CrtHob J^QYtctic 

July 20, 1965 f^^CE-WHlD 

J’o - ^ i3o5 

CRlK.i.'-lM- UlMlb\0\N 

Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 


for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report^ 
the peon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
inolosure. 

By direction of 



•» 




jAjideJiJick B, SdvjjeLe.L ^-2 SkeA:id(m VjUL^^^ 
' Sckene.cijSLdj^, . y\ 12^08 • * 




PBrazenneW Of Oswald's Widow 


Editor Unlon*Star: 

The brazeiineu of the widow 
of asassln Lee Harvey Oawald 
in demanding that the govern* 
men! turn over to her the matt 
order rifle that killed President 


Kennedy is appalling. I only 
hope Congress gives Attorney 
General Katzenbach the legal 
power to prevent any further 
e^loltatlon of this tragedy. 

FRXDjBRICK W. SCHWSBEL 
SiB3 fiherldan Village. 
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BUILDING 


Sssaek 


□ signature I I COMMENT | 1 PER CONVERSATION 

I I APPROVAL □ NECESSARY ACTION □ AS REQUESTED 

□ SEE ME □ NOTE AND RETURN | |N0TE AND FILE 

□ RECOMMENDATION Q CALL MB □ YOUB MFOBMATIOM 

□ ANSWER OR ACKNOWL- 
EDGE ON OR BEFORE 

□ PREPARE REPLY FOR 

THE SIGNATURE OF 

REMARKS v/hilQ there Is only caie phase of the Senator' s 
letter with which we are concerned (that pertaining 
to the assassination), thought we had better check the 
writer out more thoroughly than normal because of the 
tone of his letter. 

Our Service Unit has nothing more on him but 
the FBI said that they had a report in May I965 frcxn 
their Buffalo, N. Y. , office that the State University 
College at Brookport held a "teach in" covering a 
Viet Nam disoussiai on May 19, I965. A number of the 
faculty members as well as the stxidents took part. 

Among the speakers was a John R. Crowley, Assistant 
Professor in the Ehglish Department, who spoke against 
our policy in Viet Nam and was not in favor of these 
anti-commOnist crusades. 
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Senator Robert R, Kennedy 
Senate Office Bldg, 

V.'asliing t on, D , G . 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

?irst, I*d like to thank you for your prompt and 
courteous reply to my rather long letter of April 26iih 
recommending Senate airing of our foreign policy, rleedl 
to say, I still recommend it. 

There is another matter I should like to bring to your 
attention, A magasine called Liberation, which I have seen 
recently for the first time, has been publishing a series of 
airticles by a ' Philadelphia lawyer named Vincent J, Salandria, 

The one I hav£ seen is called "'The V.'arren Report and 
appears in the Ilarch, 1965 issue. 

This article makes a veiry circumstantial case that at 
least two of the s hots fired in the Dallas assassination 
v;ere fired from the front and to the right of the limousine. 

The case is extremely ^^^ell documented, and adds up to the 
implication that the Warren report coerced the evidence to 
support the prejudgement that only Oswald vras the assassin. 

If this article is to be believed, it is clear that at least 
one other person v;as involved. 

Liberals jumped to the conclusion at the time of the 
assassination that the act v;as connected vrith the climate 
of fanatical rightism in Dallas, The capture and case against 
Oswald proved them i-rrong. The prescn't^articles revive these 
suspicions. Sober anal 3 rsts of the citation v/ill not rest 
convinced 'unless the charges made in these articles are 
candidly and thoroughly aired and refuted. 

To take up another matter, I would like to thank you for 
your part in the investigation of the auto co":panios' neglect 
of safety features in their cars. This is a case, but 

may I say that I question whether you should scatter your 
energies on a relatively minor matter when there is ohly one 
important issue facing this country, the issue of vrar or peace, 
American corporations, including C-M, GE, DuPont, Standard of Jersey, 
and many others customarily plan their major economic moves 
as miUch as twenty years ahead. Isn't ironical that in the 
case of the much more important matter of war and peace and 
our foreign policy, this country is content to improvise? 

Cur cold •'rt'ar, containment of Communism policy, was initiated 
by a foreigner, Winston Churchill, and sustained through a 
series of rapid and histrionic caves like Seato by Roster Dulles, 

In the hysteria of 19l}.7-53^ there i-jas little favorable cliwiate 
for sober planning and foresight. 



Isxlthe climate any more conducive to sober thought today? 
Hardly, yet some one must think. We are overdue for a throgough 
tvj-enty-year-ahead blueprint of the world future in the content 
of which and only that context can an intelligent foreign policy 
be framed. Particularly, we must focus on what is to beccme of 
Red China in twenty years. The majority of people expert in this 
field today believe Red China will be by then the great powe? 
that it wished to be regarded as right now. It will be on a 
par with the U.S. and the u.S.S.R, If we focus our sights clearly 
on this reality, it will help us correct our present errors. 

As one of the three great powers, China will justifiably 
claim a shhere of influence. In this light, South Vietnam v/ill 
be a ti'emendous challenge and irritant if, as our policy hopes, 
it becomes a pro-viesta* n buffer state. It will be a casus belli. 
If China is destined to be a great power, we must take steps to 
live in the same world with her. We must plan not irritants, 
especially such ineffectual irritants. as a buffer state in 
Vietnam, but acts of conciliation, V7e must open up relations, 
recognize her, get her into the U 3 il.,''and establish very active 
diplomatic, commercial, scientific, and cultural relations with 
her. We must domesticate the dragon . 

The time for this move is right now, V"ny? In view of 
the fact that China and riissia are nov; estranged, our efforts 
at approach vruuld be welcomed, albeit suspiciously. Secondly, 
our offer to recognize and admit Red China is a good exchange 
offer to get China to the peace table and bring North Vietnam 
ana the Viet Cong with hei‘. 

The alternative to this bold new policy is what is now 
unfolding, a dreary ten-year stalemate •. hich can lead only 
to a m.ore fanatical more svispicious Red China, the kind of 
Red China that our worst nightmares project. It can lead only 
to v;ar and the destruction of civilization. It has already in 
this coiintry gone a long way toward destroying the mental 
climate in which a peaceful world attitude can grow, 

Johnson meant, I suspect, just to make a bold gamble, 
that through the threat of edcalation he could sdare North 
Vietnam to the peace table. Instead, he has started a stampede. 

He has stampeded much of Congress, and most of the press. 

But I can assure you he has not stampeded tha people. The 
people are still on the sidelines. They are just waiting 
for a leader to show them a better v;ay to go. 


Sincefely yours. 
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TO :john W. Douglas 

Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

from! :pred M. Vinson, Jr, 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


suBjEcrrDispositlon of weapons included 
among Warren Commission Exhibits 



artment of justice 


date: JUL 2 1 1965 
PMV ;CWB ;pem 
129-11 


This memorandum will confirm telephone con- 
versations between Carl Eardley of your Division and 
Howard Wlllens of this Division. 

The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division of the 
Treasury Department is of the view that the rifle used 
to assassinate President Kennedy and the pistol later 
used by the assassin to cause the death of a Dallas 
police officer can be made the subjects of forfeiture 
proceedings. Attached is a copy of Treasury's internal 
research of the theory Involved and a copy of a draft 
letter to the Criminal Division on the same subject 
(which was never sent because it was superseded by an 
oral conference). 

There are two ways of instituting forfeiture. 
The first is the administrative remedy stated in 26 
U.S.C. 7325. It would be necessary that three independ- 
ent appraisers value the weapons at less than $2500 (the 
statute was recently amended) each for this remedy to be 
utilized. Also, it v/ould be necessary that personal 
notice that the administrative remedy was being utilized 
be given to all known claimants and publication be insti- 
tuted, (A sample of the notice is attached.) 

The other method of forfeiture is to assume 
without stating that the value is more than $2500 and 
file a libel action pursuant to I5 U.S.C. 905(t*)* 

Treasury agent in charge at Dallas would give Treasury 
authority for the filing of the libel as required by 
26 U.S.C. 7^01. A draft of the proposed libel is 
attached. 
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In order for either the administrative or 
the libel remedy to be utilized, it is necessary that 
the weapons be physically in Dallas so that they could 
be attached. The weapons are now in the custody of 
the FBI, Washington, D, C. (Jim Malley, Code 175, Ext, 
591 ) and can be expeditiously transferred to Dallas, 

Because the Civil Division is defending the 
civil action in Denver for recovery of these weapons, 
it is believed that your Division should determine the 
necessity for instituting a forfeiture action and also 
determine whether the administrative or libel remedy 
should be utilized. The Criminal Division will render 
any assistance desired. 


Attachments 
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aJLY 2 3 1963 


Hi»orabl* Edvard ^ ^ 

Hoo» of Bapgpasantativct 

Vtohlnstcn, P« C* ;■'•■■■ 

Z^ar C(S)^aamnt ^ ' 

: . - T^tjsflSn^ 3565» fcrwardla^ • 

latter rtgardisi^ the dlspealtionL of th» veapoa 

' wad Xn the a ga^MraTw tlcai of Trasldaat Joha T» fiasoa^Tj, baa beaa 

referred to w for coMldawtioo^ - > 

All the itcwi of evidence brou^t before the %^arren 
Coaniaalon la Ita inveatdgatloa of the aaaaasinatloa of Frealdent 
Ennadjr vooli becone subject to acquiaitlon hf the Federal Gcrem/aant 
under a bill propoaed to Ccc^sa on. June 17> 1^ by this Cspartaant. 
This leglalativa proposal appears as H. S. 9$hS, upon vhlch hearix 4:8 
are achedoled for luguat U bjr Subeoaolttee !Zo. h$ House Coassdttee ca 
the Judloiary* :^, ,. , - : ■ ; . 

appreciate this ^portanity to be of assistance to you. 

1« rotumed her^uith» 

'.■V ..-, •■■ " Sincerely, .■■ 


Snclosure 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

June 21, 1965 


Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Vinson: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated June 14 relative to my 
query regarding ultimate disposition 
of the weapon used in the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. 



DKitco 
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